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1. DURING THE PAST THREE DAYS SOVIET NATIONAL PRESS REPORT- 
ING OF HARVEST PROGRESS HAS BECOME PERCEPTIVELY LESS 
OPTIMISTIC, WITH ARTICLES IN BOTH PRAVDA AND IZVESTIYA DEVOTING 
INCREASED ATTENTION TO SHORTCOMINGS ENCOUNTERED IN A GROWING 
NUMBER OF REGIONS. ARTICLES INDICATE SLOWDOWN IN HARVEST 
OPERATIONS DURING THE LAST TWO WEEKS, DUE BOTH TO INCLEMENT 
WEATHER AND INSUFFICIENT PREPARATION OF MACHINERY AND EQUIP- 
MENT. IN ADDITION TO THE AREAS CITED IN PARA 2 OF 

REFTEL, THE OBLASTS OF TULA, VLADIMIR, IVANOV, LIPETSK, 

AND THE MORDOVIAN AND CHUVASH ASSR'S HAVE BEEN SINGLED OUT IN 
THIS REGARD. ONE ARTICLE (IZVESTIYA, AUGUST 6) STATED THAT 
300 THOUSAND HECTARES OF GRAIN STILL HAVE NOT BEEN HARVESTED 
IN LIPETSK OBLAST. SHATTERED GRAIN (BARLEY AND OATS) HAS 
BEEN REPORTED IN SOME AREAS OF THE CHUVASH ASSR. 

2. A GROWING CONCERN FOR ADEQUATE SUPPLIES OF CORN 
FOR GRAIN IS REFLECTED IN PRAVDA AUGUST 7. THE ARTICLE 
NOTES, THAT, WHEREVER POSSIBLE, CORN FIELDS WHICH PRE- 
VIOUSLY WERE DESIGNATED FOR SILAGE AND GREEN FODDER 
ARE NOW TO BE HARVESTED FOR GRAIN. THE SAME ARTICLE 
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KHARKOV OBLASTS CORN HAS ALREADY BEEN CUT FOR SILAGE 
AND GREEN FODDER WHEN IT SHOULD HAVE BEEN CUT FOR 
GRAIN. 

3. PRAVDA, AUGUST 8, CONTINUES TO CRITICIZE THE LACK 

OF PREPARATION FOR HARVEST OPERATIONS, CITING THE AREAS 
OF NOVOSIBIRSK, OREL, AND ARALYK. IN ADDITION THE 
CITIES OF EAST-KAZAKHSTAN OBLAST RECEIVED CRITICISM 
FOR NOT PROVIDING SUFFICENT HELP TOTHE FARM AREAS. 

4. COMMENT - THE GENERAL TONE OF THESE ARTICLES, 

WHILE NOT ONE OF PANIC, INDICATES MOUNTING CONCERN 
AND HINTS THAT SERIOUS PROBLEMS MAY EXIST IN SOME 
OF THE MAJOR GRAIN GROWING REGIONS OF THE COUNTRY. 
GRADUAL MUTING OF OPTIMISM ON 1975 CROP YIELDS HAS 
BECOME EVIDENT SINCE END JULY AND SUGGESTS SOVIETS MAY 
BE PREPARING GENERAL PUBLIC FOR WORSE CROP NEWS TO 
COME. 
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